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Innovation for Society Awards (IFS 2024)

Vision & Goals 

The One Stop Liaison Office, serving as the innovation support mechanism of the Region of Central 
Macedonia, is collaboratively coordinating the execution of an additional Open Innovation policy 
within the region, titled the Innovation for Society Awards (IFS).

The IFS initiative represents a continuation of prior successful endeavors and aims to establish 
itself as an annual flagship program, contributing significantly to the positioning of Central 
Macedonia as a regional leader in Southeast Europe.
The Region of Central Macedonia is deeply committed to fostering advancements in technology, 
innovation, and entrepreneurship, recognizing their profound impact on both our economic 
productivity and societal well-being.
This initiative is spearheaded by the Region of Central Macedonia (One Stop Liaison Office), is co-
organized by esteemed partners including SEVE (Greek Exporters Association), SBE (Federation of 
Industries of Greece), ThessINTEC (Thessaloniki Innovation & Technology Center), AAA 
(Architectural Aluminum Academy), AHK (Hellenic German Chamber), and Technology Forum.
Additionally, IFS enjoys robust support from the regional ecosystem, with backing from AZK, AUTH, 
CERTH, UoM, IHU, I4G, Kinisis Ventures, and Beyond Expo. The official launch of IFS 2024 will take 
place at the I. Vellidis conference center, as part of the Technology Forum, on April 25, 2024.

Organizer

https://ifsawards.eu/

2512th

12:10-13:15 LUNCH BREAK

1. Representative of Alumil S.A.

3. Konstantinos Karystinakis
    CDXi Solutions, Business Developer

Round
table
participants: 

Exploring Collaborative Innovation: 
Case Studies from Central Macedonia

10:40-12:00

Open Innovation | Round Table Technical Consultant,
O.S.L.O. Region of Central Macedonia

2. Dr Dimitrios Tsitsamis
    Head of Innovation Dept., Thessaloniki Port Authority - 

ThPA SA

5. Paschalis Sideridis
    ITI, CERTH, Researcher

4. Nikolaos Tsoniotis
    Ideas Forward, Partner

Moderator: Stavros Mantzanakis

Special Presentation:           Young Innovators in Action
Planet Mars: Build to Live – Collaborate to Survive By: EXPR ROBOTS

1st Experimental Primary School of Thessaloniki

Winners of the “Solving Problem Award”, 1st Mediterranean STEM Competition 2025

3rd Prize, National STEM Competition 2025

12:00-12:10

Nikos Katsiadakis
Ecosystem Development, Thess INTEC 

Thessaloniki’s Innovation Ecosystem - Thess INTEC



12:30-12:40 Q&A

12:40-13:40 LIGHT LUNCH

11:40-12:40 CONFLUENCE CHALLENGES

12:20-12:30 Improved methods for painting composite materials

Olympia Kotrotsiou
Researcher, Laboratory of Polymer Reaction Engineering, CERTH

12:00-12:10 Advanced Sales Forecasting

Pavlos Sermpezis
Exanta co-founder

11:40-12:00
Results and improvements from the open innovation action:
“Confluence Challenges”

Alumil Representative

12:10-12:20 Smart labelling for Hazardous Substances

Anastasios Dimou
Postdoctoral Researcher, Visual Computing Lab CERTH/ITI

11:30-12:40 OPEN INNOVATION CHALLENGES
Moderator: Periklis Chatzimisios

11:30-11:40
The Fundamentals of the Innovation
Challenges Framework

Toli Lerios
Serial EntrepreneurBuilding a successful company

and funding opportunities
13:45-14:45

2. Dr. Evangelos Kosmidis
    CEO & General Partner, Loggerhead Ventures Fund

1. Antonis Ilias
    Co-founder & Partner, TECS Capital

3. Michalis Stangos
    Entrepreneur – Investor

4. Angelos Manglis
    Founder of Atlantis Consulting S.A.

14:45-15:15 COFFEE BREAK

13:15-13:45

Dr. Efstathios Vassiliadis (Ph.D., MBA, FLC, M.Sc.)
CEO Envia Group

Medical Innovation from Idea to Market – The road
less travelled, a guide of risks and opportunities

Round
table
participants: 

Round Table
Moderator: Manos Macromallis

                      Chairman, SEKEE

2512th



ATTRACTING FUNDING15:15-16:30

15:15-15:45

Michael Petychakis
Chief Technology Officer, Orfium 

The Innovation Odyssey: 
My Path from Academia to Leading a Global Tech Team

13:40-15:35 INNOVATION FOR SOCIETY AWARDS (IFS 2024)
NEW CHALLENGES
Moderator: Simeon Veloudis

14:00-14:10
Transition of production and management
of product samples to the new digital age

Dimitris Loulas
Head of Project Management Office in AKRITAS S.A.

14:10-14:20
Corrosion Potential Determination
in Extruded Aluminium Profiles

Giannis Tsoulfaidis
Corporate Production & Safety Director, ALUMIL S.A.

14:30-14:40
New Ecological Material for the impregnation
of Aquaculture Nets to replace antifouling

Magdalini Diamantidou
Marketing & Project Coordinator of DIOPAS S.A.

14:20-14:30
Digital Moisture Measurement
Tools for Seedcotton Mass

Iraklis Alatsidis
General Manager, BIOS AGROSYSTEMS S.A.

13:40-14:00

Stavros Mantzanakis
O.S.L.O., Region of Central Macedonia (TBC)

Innovation for Society Awards process description

14:40-14:50
Bridging the Gap: A Challenge to Transform
Junior Programmers into High-Performing Developers

Dr. Alex Papadimitriou
Managing Director, Infoteam HELLAS MIKE

14:50-15:05 Q&A

15:05-15:35 COFFEE BREAK

Moderator: 
Apostolos “Toli” Lerios

Is Data Our Stairway to Heaven or The Gates of Hell?16:30-17:15

Round Table

2411th

16:25-16:40 Q&A

15:45-15:55 Factory Avatar

Georgios Mavridis
Operations Director, K&N Efthymiadis S.A.

16:15-16:25
Dynamic and Collaborative Truck appointment
System in Container Terminals and Warehouses

Dr. Dimitris Tsitsamis MSc, PhD
Head of Innovation Department Thpa S.A. - Port of Thessaloniki

16:40-17:00 COFFEE BREAK

INNOVATION FOR SOCIETY AWARDS (IFS 2024)
NEW CHALLENGES

15:35-17:00

16:05-16:15

Semira Maria Evangelou
Senior Software Engineer, Siemens S.A.

15:55-16:05

Elena Maravelia
Investment Project Manager, Olympia Electronics S.A.

Automatization and productivity enhancement
with a focus on automated assembly components

15:35-15:45
Energy mix management planning aimed
at reducing the company's carbon footprint

Efthymis Valais
Assistant Technical Director, Isomat S.A.

Mobile Tenant App: Enhancing Tenant Experience
and Energy Efficiency

2411th

17:00-18:30 OPEN INNOVATION CHALLENGES: ROUND TABLE

17:00-17:45

Moderator: Stavros Mantzanakis

Round table 1: 

Round table 2: 

17:45-18:30

The tactical perspective of Open Innovation: how business, 
research, and academia turn policies into added value

1. Simos Diamantidis
    President, Greek Exporters Association
2. Dimitrios Tzovaras
    President, CERTH
3. Nikos Efthymiadis

    President, SEPVE
6. Alumil representative

    President, Thess INTEC
4. Kyriakos Yakinthos
    Vice-Rector of Research & Innovation, AUTH
5. Theofilos Mylonas

Moderator: Toli Lerios

    President, HELEXPO S.A.

1. Dimitrios Papastergiou

5. Panagiotis Ketikidis

    Minister, Digital Governance of Greece
2. Stelios Aggeloudis
    Mayor, Thessaloniki Municipality
3. Nikolaos Tzollas
    Vice-Governor, Region of Central Macedonia
4. Anastasios Tzikas

    President, Alexander Innovation Zone

The strategic perspective of Open Innovation: defining national, 
regional, and local policies

1. Ippokratis Pandis
     VP/Distinguished Engineer, Amazon web services

3. Michael Petychakis
    CTO Dialectica, Board Member, Orfium

2. Stathis Vassileiadis
    CEO, Envia Group

The appeal of AI, despite its shortfalls, is growing our appetite for data collection and 
digitization. Data is vulnerable: no matter what regulations say, or what cyber security 
experts try, once a bomb is built, some idiot human (not a fictitious Skynet AI), some 
day, will explode it intentionally or accidentally; Chekhov's Gun will always fire by the 
end of the play. Three notable experts on deriving value from data will share their 
thoughts on whether (and, if so, how) we can draw enough positive value from data 
collection to justify not just the risk but the certainty of its inevitable misuse.

Round table
participants: 

Serial Entrepreneur

15:45-16:30 PITCHING PART

Coordinator: Manos Macromallis, Chairman, SEKEE

Ioannis Kouroutzis
Chief Officer, Trauma Care Lab

Θωράκιση των περιφερειών για τις επιπτώσεις
της κλιµατικής αλλαγής

Dimitra Pantelaki
CEO & Founder, KORI

Eyetracking µε ιατρικές εφαρµογές

https://ifsawards.eu/challenges/
https://ifsawards.eu/challenges/
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KEYNOTE  SPEAKERS

ΙΠΠΟΚΡΑΤΗΣ ΠΑΝΤΗΣ

VP/Distinguished Engineer

Amazon Web Services

Τίτλος οµιλίας:
“Data foundation in the age of generative AI”

Dr. ΕΥΣΤΡΑΤΙΟΣ ΒΑΣΙΛΕΙΑΔΗΣ
(Ph.D., MBA, FLC, M.Sc.)

CEO Evnia Group

Τίτλος οµιλίας:
“Medical Innovation from Idea to Market 
– The road less travelled, a guide of risks and opportunities”

ΜΙΧΑΛΗΣ ΠΕΤΥΧΑΚΗΣ

Chief Technology Officer

Orfium

Τίτλος οµιλίας:
“The Innovation Odyssey: 
My Path from Academia to Leading a Global Tech Team”

2512th
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