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K E Y N O T E

Professor Timos Sellis, FIEEE, FACM
Director, Swinburne Data Science
Research Institute
Timos Sellis is a Professor at Swinburne University of
Technology, Australia, where he is also the director of
the Data Science Research Institute. He holds a
Diploma degree in Electrical Engineering from
National Technical University of Athens (NTUA), and
an M.Sc. degree from Harvard University and a Ph.D.
degree from the University of California at Berkeley,
both in Computer Science. He has served as a faculty
member at the University of Maryland (1986-92), and
NTUA (1992-2013), and was the inaugural Director of
the Institute for the Management of Information
Systems of the "Athena" Research Center (2007-13).
His research interests include big data, data science
and database systems. He has published over 260
articles, has over 15,500 citations to his work and has
participated and co-ordinated several research
projects.
Prof. Sellis is a recipient of a Presidential Young
Investigator (USA, 1990) and a VLDB 10 Year Paper
(1997) award. He was president of the Greek National
Council for Research and Technology (2001-03). He is
IEEE Fellow (2009) and an ACM Fellow (2013), for his
contributions to database systems and data
management. In March 2018 he received the IEEE
TCDE Impact Award, for contributions to database
systems research and broadening the reach of data
engineering research.

S P E A K E R S

Michail Bletsas
Director of Computing
MIT Media Lab
Michail Bletsas is a Research Scientist and the
Director of Computing at MIT's Media Lab where he has
been working since 1996. He is responsible for all the
infrastructure that the lab uses to produce, store,
transport and consume its bits.
He was a member of the core technical and design
team for the “One Laptop Per Child” initiative which
created OLPC's pioneering, award-winning "XO"
laptop.
His current research interests include network
security, wireless networks and building efficient
high performance machine learning computing
infrastructures.
Over the years, he has advised governments around
technology policy issues and provided expert opinion
in technical matters to top-level officials.
He has cofounded two companies, has been a director
and consulted for many others in a variety of
capacities.
He has implemented broadband access networks
using cutting-edge technologies including one of the
earliest ADSL testbeds and various wireless
technologies. Mr. Bletsas has been a frequent
keynote speaker in international conferences and has
been engaged in many civic activities. He holds an
undergraduate degree in Electrical Engineering from
the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and an MSc
degree in Computer Engineering from Boston
University.

https://technology-forum.eu/

Dr Panayiotis Philimis
Founder & CEO of CyRIC
Cyprus Research and Innovation
Center & Gravity Ventures
Incubator
Dr Panayiotis Philimis is the Founder and CEO of CyRIC,
the Cyprus Research & Innovation Center and Gravity
Ventures Incubator. CyRIC, is the Business Innovation
Center (BIC) of Cyprus, certified by the European BIC
Network and belongs to an esteemed global network
of high-level professionals which deliver top notch
services with high quality standards to the
entrepreneurial ecosystem. He has 20+ years’
experience in the design and development of
disruptive high-tech products and managed several
R&D and industry projects with budgets exceeding
100M Euro. He also achieved more than 20M euro
international sales.
He has 10 years’ experience in product testing and
certification and has several publications and patents
to his name. He is the founder of Gravity Ventures, a
global high-tech venture building incubator with
portfolio of startups from Cyprus, Greece and the
region. He is an Angel Investor and Director/Advisor to
several startups.
He strives to grow tech ecosystems through his
positions as president of the Cyprus Association of
Research & Innovation Enterprises (CARIE) and
member of BoD, of the European BIC Network (EBN),
the Cyprus Research & Innovation Foundation (RIF),
the Cyprus Academic and Research Network (CyNET),
the Nicosia Chamber of Commerce & Industry (NCCI)
etc.

